Comparison of the efficacy of ribavirin plus peginterferon alfa-2b for chronic hepatitis C infection in patients with and without coagulation disorders.
Many patients with coagulation disorders are infected with hepatitis C virus (HCV) that advances to end stage liver disease, resulting in an increased number of deaths. The efficacy of ribavirin and peginterferon combination therapy for chronic HCV infection in patients with coagulation disorders has not been clarified fully. The aim of this study was to evaluate the efficacy and tolerability of combination therapy in this patient population compared with patients who are infected with HCV and do not have coagulation disorders. A total of 226 consecutive chronic hepatitis C patients were treated with combination therapy and divided into two groups: patients with (n = 23) and without coagulation disorders (n = 203). Clinical characteristics, sustained virological response rates obtained by an intention-to-treat analysis, and combination therapy discontinuation rates were compared between the two groups. The sustained virological response rates did not differ significantly between patients with and without coagulation disorders (65.2% vs. 47.8% by intention-to-treat analysis). According to a multivariate analysis, age, alanine aminotransferase, gamma-glutamyltransferase, and HCV genotype were associated significantly with a sustained virological response, whereas whether a patient had a coagulation disorder did not affect the sustained virological response. In conclusion, combination therapy for chronic hepatitis C was comparably effective between patients with and without coagulation disorders and did not result in adverse bleeding.